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It took the Washington softball program 17 years to finally bring home its
first National Championship, but the journey the 2009 team went through
to reach that championship made it well worth the wait.

The season started and ended with long road trips and in between featured
some amazing performances as individuals but most importantly as a team.
And after showing signs of their potential at different points throughout the sea-
son, they peaked and were at their best collectively at the right team, coming
together on a three-week postseason ride, overcoming adversity and the best
teams in the country to win the ultimate prize in college softball.

The Huskies showed signs of
national championship promise
from the beginning, winning their
first 18 games ! a school record !
and garnering a No. 1 national
ranking after a win over Florida in
the Cathedral City Classic. The
Huskies built up a 23-1 non-con-
ference record facing a schedule
filled with the top teams in the
country ! including eventual World
Series participants Florida,
Alabama, Georgia and Michigan,
all of whom they managed to
defeat in pre-season tournaments.

It was then on to the always-
adventurous Pac-10 conference
slate, where the Huskies saw
some highs and lows but ultimate-
ly emerged as the second-best
team in the conference with a 14-
7 record. The highlights included
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Danielle Lawrie no-hitting Arizona, the nation#s leading
offense, and later no-hitting eventual conference
champion UCLA, becoming the first pitcher in NCAA
history to no-hit both in a career, let alone just a
month.

The Pac-10 season saw Ashley Charters dominate
conference pitching and also saw the debut of transfer
Jenn Salling, whose slow start in Pac-10 games only
served as a warm-up for her clutch hitting in the post-
season.

The Huskies started to show signs of what was to
come in the postseason when they started to peak
down the stretch in conference play, winning six of
their final seven games, starting with a huge 3-0 win
over UCLA as they finally got the best of Megan

Senior Ashley Charters made her final year for the
Huskies her best

Danielle Lawrie celebrated the
final out of the World Series

which was fittingly a strikeout

The 2009 National Championship softball team



Thus began the final
journey toward the !Holy
Grail" and the Huskies knew
it would be a long journey.
Just how long of a journey
they were in for was a sur-
prise. The Huskies found
out they would be traveling
to Amherst, Massachusetts
and were told to pack for
three weeks despite being
the No. 3 seed in the
nation.

The  Regionals started
out harmlessly enough with
a 9-1 win over Sacred
Heart and a tough 3-1 win
over UMass before Sunday came around and changed the team"s fate forever.

After UMass showed their toughness in a 5-1 win to force an #if game$, the
Huskies showed the heart of a champion, led by their ultimate warrior Lawrie.
In the longest game in UW history, the Huskies overcame Brandice Balschmiter
and a solid hitting UMass team to outlast the Minutewomen in 15 innings.
Lawrie struck out a school record 24 batters, which ranks among the best per-
formances in Pac-10 and NCAA history. Amanda Fleischman saved the season
by robbing a home run in the eighth inning and Lawrie kept her team in it until
everyone stepped up in the final inning.
Alicia Blake, Niki Williams and Ashley
Charters singled to load the bases
before Jenn Salling legged out a
ground ball to third base and just beat
the throw, allowing the go-ahead run to
score. Lawrie and Stuart followed with
two-run singles to score Dani Stuart and
Ashley Tuiasosopo, among others, and
give UW some cushion. After five hours
and 13 minutes and 251 pitches, Lawrie
fittingly ended the game with a strikeout
in what would prove to be the turning
point of UW"s season.

The Huskies then traveled down to
Atlanta where they took on Georgia
Tech in the Super Regionals. With
Balschmiter out of the way, the Huskies
had a much easier time, scoring 7-1 and
7-0 victories over the Yellow Jackets. It
was a total team effort with the bats
coming alive, highlighted by Lawrie"s
two home runs and three-hit shutout in
the clincher. Charters homered in the
first game while Blake and Watson also
homered in the final game to send the
Huskies on to their ninth World Series
appearance.

Knowing they had faced % and
defeated % six of the seven other teams
in the World Series, the Huskies went
with confidence into their opening game
against one of those familiar foes, the
Georgia Bulldogs. With Lawrie not at her
best, it was the freshmen who picked up
their leader in a sign of what was to
come over the next week. Niki Williams
blasted a two-run home run and Kimi
Pohlman drove in another run as UW
took step one with a 3-1 win.

It was then on to another familiar foe
and another powerful lineup that had
shown some success against Lawrie
throughout the season. But the newly
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Langenfeld, handing the ace her first loss of the year.
With Lawrie holding the Bruins at bay, freshman Kimi
Pohlman % who also beat Florida in February with a
game-winning single % was back at her clutch ways
with the game-winning three-run double to send the
Bruins home unhappy.

The Huskies capped a 4-0 week by sweeping the
Oregon schools, starting with a come-from-behind 5-2
win over Oregon State in which Pohlman homered,
Morgan Stuart had the game-tying RBI and Lauren
Greer provided the game-winning RBI. The Huskies
then exploded for an 11-0 win over Oregon with senior
Ashlyn Watson homering and Charters and Pohlman
combining to go 5-for-5. The next day, Lawrie struck
out 18 batters in an 8-2 win in which Watson homered
again.

UW then exacted another measure of revenge, this
time getting to Missy Penna and Stanford in a 7-0
blowout on national TV. Lawrie struck out 10 and
allowed just three hits while Morgan Stuart had a
three-run home run and a career-high five RBI. After
falling to Cal to have their 14-game home winning
streak snapped, the Huskies rebounded on Senior Day
with an 11-3 win over Cal. The seniors all stepped up
with Watson, Greer and Marnie Koziol each getting two
hits with Watson blasting another home run. The win
gave UW a program-best 15-1 record at home and the
Dawgs clinched second place in the toughest confer-
ence in the nation with a 14-7 record.

Following the conference season, Lawrie was
named Pac-10 Pitcher of the Year in addition to eight
Huskies being named All-Pac-10. Charters and Lawrie
were on the First Team, Pohlman and Watson on the
second team while Blake, Greer, Koziol and Stuart
were honorable mention.

Freshman Kimi Pohlman scored
the winning run in UW's 1-0 win

over Arizona State

The Husky coaching staff which won NFCA
National Coach of the Year honors

Freshman Niki Williams set College World Series
records for RBIs in a game (7) and series (10)



and their resiliency, led by Lawrie who dominated Georgia this time. She struck
out 12 and hit a grand slam to give herself a lead she would not relinquish.
Morgan Stuart followed her 5-for-5 effort earlier in the day with a home run and
Charters, Pohlman and Salling were unstoppable at the top of the lineup to
lead UW into the Championship Series to face the No. 1 Florida Gators.

UW came out and immediately made a statement in game one, shocking
the Gators with an 8-0 win. Lawrie was unstoppable, striking out 12 and allow-
ing just two hits in a dominating performance. Ashley Charters stepped up as
she did all year and throughout her All-American career, going 3-for-3, and
once again everyone contributed to putting the Dawgs one step away.

In a thrilling final game that lived up to the hype the two teams created with
their performances all season, the Huskies battled Florida back and forth over
the first few innings, responding to a two-run first inning by the Gators with their
own two-run first to stall any momentum Florida had built up. Charters set the
table, Pohlman and Salling kept it going and Lawrie knocked them in to make it
a new game. After the Huskies clawed their way to a third run, it was all Lawrie
and the defense the rest of the way. Getting clutch defense from Alyson
McWherter, Morgan Stuart and Jenn Salling, Lawrie stepped it up in the final
two innings. It all came down to Lawrie and Gators! semifinal hero Ali Gardiner.
But it was Lawrie who prevailed, fittingly getting Gardiner to swing and miss at
a rise ball to give the Washington Huskies their first National Championship.

The journey saw the Huskies travel a total of 6,899 miles in three weeks and
play 12 games. The combination of senior and veteran leadership, the golden
arm of Lawrie and youth stepping up in the face of adversity added up to the
perfect national championship combination. All in all, UW posted its seventh
50+ win season, had two First Team All-Americans (Charters and Lawrie), Four
First-Team All Region picks (Charters, Lawrie, Pohlman and Watson) and eight
All-Pac-10 selections along with seven on the All-Academic team. All this while
playing the most difficult schedule in the country as UW played 37 of its 62
games against ranked teams.

Although it was a total team effort, Lawrie stood out among the rest both on
her team and in the country. She was named the USA Softball Division I
Collegiate Player of the Year, the Honda Award Winner for softball and the
Women!s College World Series Most Outstanding Player as well as being nomi-
nated for an ESPY Award. She set single-season school records for wins (42),
strikeouts (521) and shutouts (21) while also breaking UW career records for
strikeouts (1,366) and shutouts (41). She was just one strikeout shy of the sin-
gle-season Pac-10 record and goes into her senior year fifth in Pac-10 history
and 14th in NCAA history for career strikeouts. But the defining moment of her
season " and the Huskies season " came in the 15-in ning epic when she
showed she would do anything to lead her team to the title# and she did.

What can she possibly do for an encore in 2010? The Huskies lose a strong
class of seven seniors but reload with six talented freshmen. They return six
starters, including four who were named to the Women!s College World Series
All-Tournament team: Lawrie, Stuart, Williams and Pohlman. While the Huskies
know they!ll have the target on their backs all season, they!re ready for the
challenge of repeating and keeping the trophy in Seattle.
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crowned USA Softball Collegiate Player of the Year
brought her %A& game this time and showed the country
she meant business. She held defending champion
Arizona State to two hits and Morgan Stuart came
through as youth was served again, with the sopho-
more delivering the walk-off single to score Pohlman.

After a day of rest it was back to another battle with
the Bulldogs. The team that just would not go away fell
behind early when Niki Williams blasted a three-run
home run but the Bulldogs scraped and clawed their
way to an 8-4 lead. Williams came right back and set
an NCAA record with seven RBI in the game when she
blasted a grand slam to tie the game. But while Lawrie
gutted out nine innings, it was not enough as the
Bulldogs pushed across the winning run in the ninth.

Having been in the exact situation two weeks prior,
the Huskies again showed their fight and their heart

Mid-season transfer Jenn Salling adding some
clutch hitting and defense down the stretch

Morgan Stuart gets mobbed after her walk-off single
against defending champion Arizona State.


